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● Missiology ●
In Christianity Today (Monday, June 4, 2007) a Singapore Pentecostal theologian, Simon Chan, on a visit to Pittsburgh Theological Seminary was interview by Andy Crouch, editorial director of Christian Vision Project on his views on Missional Theology.

In the last issue of The ECHOS in Profile 9, Eugene Yapp, Taiping GLO Administrator, in his “Reflection on Challenges in Ministerial and Missional Preparation with Reference to GLO Training School” wrote, 

“Of one of the main concern today in mission training is to prepare candidates to think and act missiologically. What does this mean in practical terms? To think and act missiologically therefore means having students to live out the mission of the church at its centre; witnessing to the truth of the Gospel by viewing the different cultures, worldviews and particular way certain people think and act through the lens of the Gospel seeking to challenge and transform these very assumptions and actions.” 

Simon Chan, when asked in his interview: You have written a great deal about liturgical theology, but missional theology seems more popular these days, opined…
“I think that missional theology is a very positive development. But some missional theology has not gone far enough. It hasn't asked, What is the mission of the Trinity? And the answer to that question is communion. Ultimately, all things are to be brought back into communion with the triune God. 
Communion is the ultimate end, not mission.

If we see communion as central to the life of the church, we are going to have an important place for mission. And this is reflected in the ancient fourfold structure of worship: gathering, proclaiming the Word, celebrating the Eucharist, and going out into the world. The last, of course, is mission. But mission takes its place within a larger structure. It is this sense of communion that the evangelical world especially needs. Communion is not just introspection or fellowship among ourselves. It involves, ultimately, seeing God and seeing the heart of God as well, which is his love for the world.

The Mission Night and The ECHOS have strived in the past ten years or so to create mission awareness of assembly missionaries and their work in the local scene and in the world, among the assemblies in general and, in particular, in Penang. Via the Mission Night we have seen the members of the six assemblies on the island and on the mainland brought together once in two months with the common vision of missions in view, and in practical giving as they come together in fellowship with one another. Via The ECHOS we have rallied the prayer-partners all over to come together to pray for the work and the workers of the Lord. Via the Mission Night we have brought our assembly missionaries to report on their work in order that those who are present might meet them face to face. They have the opportunity to fellowship with these servants of the Lord before the Lord. Also the Mission Night and The ECHOS have been centres of information and contacts for interested groups to go out on short- and long-term mission trips, and even a few have been challenged to go out into the mission field themselves. But this is not enough.

Having stirred up interest in missions, we need also to give the right perspectives to missiology.

Interestingly, Simon Chan was asked in the interview: 

What does the church need to learn and unlearn about mission in your cultural setting?

Simon replied: Unfortunately, when Asian churches start to be involved in cross-cultural mission, especially churches in the more affluent societies like Korea and Singapore, many of them seem to repeat the mistakes of earlier missionaries. For example, after Cambodia opened up to the rest of the world, mission groups, many originating in Asia, rushed in. There are countless mission groups working in Cambodia. But they simply perpetuate the denominationalism that they so strenuously condemned in their own countries. So we haven't quite learned our lesson.

Asian Christians, too, can come with the same colonial mentality that Westerners once did, thinking that we've got all the answers because we have the money.
In our last issue of The ECHOS, we quoted Roger Dahlberg from New Hope Ministries in his article on Some Thoughts on Short-Term Missions regarding what he read from one of two magazines while waiting for his plane. He said, “In one the writer has the old colonial attitude and depicts Indians as backward and inferior. I shuddered when reading an account filled with such cultural arrogance. Some mission structures still have their own set-up with a mission complex, special prayer meetings for foreigners and private schools for their children. The missionary makes all the decisions and controls the money whilst remaining forever highly critical of locals. These missionaries live at a different level from those they go to. Nationals don’t work with them – but for them. These poor receive the goodies and they duly show their appreciation by converting to Christianity and obeying orders. Thankfully few of this kind of ‘missionary’ remain.”
Simon Chan also has this to say about Asian churches and mission. He said in the interview: “Many Asian churches are devoting huge amounts of money to the mission field. I was telling a colleague here at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary yesterday that some megachurches have mission budgets that are bigger than the budget of Trinity Theological College! And they are using that to go and preach the gospel. We can be thankful for that. But at the same time, we need to look at mission in the longer term and engage in things that are going to bear lasting fruit. There are still many parts of Asia, especially tribal regions, where the Bible is not available in the local language. I believe that the key to long-term mission success is to place the Bible in the hands of people in their local language. But this kind of work requires years and years of commitment. And I'm afraid that many of our churches are just not patient. They want to get things done quickly. They want to have results. They want statistics to show…. You need to have people who are willing to live in the place for a long period of time to do translation well. It can't be done quickly without doing harm to the very culture that you're seeking to serve.”
Roger Dahlberg agrees with the last view. He also wrote in his article, “Much today can be accomplished on STMs but other tasks like planting churches where there are none still requires a resident missionary… Setting up worthwhile long-term partnerships takes time. ”

Eugene Yapp likewise sees the importance Bible-teaching in missiology. He wrote in his 2nd goal for GLO training: “Some have observed that it is social barriers rather than doctrines alone that prevent a person from coming to Christ. If so, there is a need to read and understand the text and doctrines of our Bible in relation to the ethnic and social context of the people we are trying to reach and disciple. Thus, in the context of GLO Training School, the teaching curriculum and aim is not so much about achieving excellence or distinction in compliance with academic accreditation but orienting a student’s understanding of the Bible and teaching towards a ministerial and missional perspective. To do this, the paramount emphasis of the school is to teach students and read and apply the Bible as it relates to lifestyle and spirituality in ministry and mission.” We hope that all involved with GLO (from those in the Management Council right down to the lecturers and the students) are aware of this noble goal.

Simon gives an excellent example of how in our Asian context, the missioner needs to understand the local cultural background when presenting the claims of the Gospel. He said: In our context in Singapore, the act of baptism is seen even by non-Christians as the most critical moment of a person's life. Traditional Chinese do not mind their children going to church. In fact, they'll say, well, the church can teach you good things—but don't get baptized. Because the moment you get baptized, you burn your bridge with traditional religion. They understand baptism better than some of our evangelical Christians!

Today we need to look at Missions in the right perspective depending on the vision, mission and direction the local assembly wants to inculcate missiology into its church curriculum. GLO Training School is having a relook at its curriculum too to extend this service to the local assemblies. Let us pray for them. The ECHOS has been associated with GLO from its beginning days and has allotted a special prayer Monday slot for it since 1999 in its April-June (Vol. 2 No. 3) issue. This issue is therefore our 8th anniversary of cooperation with GLO.

In the meanwhile make an appointment with us on the 10th Anniversary of our Mission Night and The ECHOS on 27th and 28th October. Please see page 14 for details.
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